
Research Seminar in Public Policy 
HESB 43020 

MW 12:30-1:45 
O'Shaughnessy Hall 201 

 
Instructor: Jeremy Castle 

Office: 253B O'Shaughnessy Hall 
Office Hours:  

Monday 10:30am-12:15pm  
Wednesday 10:30am-12:15pm & 3:30-5:00pm (and by appointment) 

Email: jcastle1@nd.edu 
 

 
As one of the final courses you'll take in the Hesburgh Program in Public Service, this seminar 
represents an important part of your growth into an expert in public policy.  We will begin this 
course by reviewing a few key concepts in public policy, including the tragedy of the commons, 
collective action problems, free rider problems, and externalities.  We will then examine how 
regulators from the past and present have used economic theory to craft successful policies.  
Finally, we will take a look at examples of real retrospective and prospective policy analyses 
conducted by academics and practitioners.  These exercises will prepare us for the ultimate goal 
of the course: writing a research paper based on some public policy question.  During the second 
half of the course, I will help walk you through the process of conducting original policy 
research.  We will operate as a seminar, with other students helping to evaluate your work.  In 
the last few weeks of class, you will present the results of your analysis in the form of an 
academic conference presentation. 
 
Learning goals 
1. Understand prevailing concepts in the study of public policy 
2. Analyze and critique how regulators from the past and present have implemented policy 
solutions to address the problems of their day 
3. Apply policy theories to research questions that interest you 
4. Develop transferrable research, writing, and oral communication skills through effective 
preparation and useful feedback 
 
Textbooks 
We will read substantial portions of each of the following books, available at the Notre Dame 
bookstore or through online retailers. Please ensure that you have the correct editions. 
 
Thomas McCraw. 1984. Prophets of Regulation: Charles Francis Adams, Louis D. Brandeis, 
James M. Landis, and Alfred E. Kahn. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
 
Cass R. Sunstein. 2013. Simpler: The Future of Government. New York: Simon and Schuster. 
 
Other readings will be available via the library's online databases and/or the links in this 
document.  If you have troubles accessing any of the readings, please let me know ASAP. 
 



Grading 
Grades will be weighted as follows: 
Short Paper on McCraw/Sunstein- 10% 
Project Proposal- 10% 
Literature Review- 20% 
Final Paper- 30% 
Final Paper Presentation- 10% 
Participation- 20% 
 
Grading Scale 
Grades will be calculated according to the following scale: 
93% +           A   
90 – 92%      A-‐   
87 – 89%      B+   
83 – 86%      B   
80 – 82%      B-‐   
77 – 79%      C+   
73 – 76%      C   
70 – 72%      C-‐   
60 – 69%      D  
Below 60      F 
 
A Note on Preparation: A general rule for college is that you should spend at least three hours 
preparing for each hour of class time.  In addition to reading carefully and preparing 
assignments, you should spend some time reflecting on the readings and how they relate to 
public policy.  You should also be following the news to make the most of both this class and, 
more importantly, your education as a whole. I would recommend The New York Times 
(available for free in the library).  In addition, I recommend reading political magazines like The 
Economist, The Atlantic, The New Republic, or National Review- while most have an ideological 
bias of some form, they are an important source of extended commentaries on political events 
and issues.   
 
Participation: My goal is to ensure that you receive the best education possible, with the goal of 
active participation for every student on the way to developing core competencies in the area of 
public policy research. In order to keep you as active as possible, I will conduct this class in 
discussion seminar format.  You must all be active participants in these discussions, and that 
entails careful and thoughtful reading of each assignment.  Areas for fertile discussion might 
include: (1) the origins and economic accuracy of each theory of regulation; (2) analytical flaws 
and other shortcomings in the policy analyses we read; and (3) how the lessons we're learning 
might apply to other areas of public policy.  These are just a few of the areas you might discuss.  
 
Short Paper:  So far in the course, we have discussed several major regulatory innovators, who 
McCraw describes as "prophets of regulation."  Should Cass Sunstein be considered a modern 
"prophet of regulation" for his libertarian paternalism approach? This paper should run about 4 
pages.  More details will be provided in a separate document later in the semester. 
 



The Research Paper:  Your mission is to define a policy problem based on something that you 
encountered during your internship.  For example, you might begin with a statement like "The 
demand for agricultural water is growing faster than our ability to supply it at an acceptable 
financial and environmental cost" (Bardach 2012: 1).  Then, prepare a policy analysis in which 
you explore the alternatives and make a policy recommendation.  You may choose between an 
ex ante analysis (e.g., an analysis of a proposed policy) and an ex post analysis (e.g., an analysis 
of an existing policy).  More details will be provided in a separate document early in the 
semester. 
 
Project Proposal: For this assignment, you will write an approximately 2-page paper proposal 
in which you (a) explain your policy problem and briefly explain its importance, (b) justify a 
retrospective or prospective analysis, and (c) explain the methods you plan to use to study the 
problem.  More details will be provided in a separate document later in the semester. 
 
Literature Review: For this assignment, you should write the literature review for your policy 
analysis. Your literature review should do the following: 
 A.  Describe your policy puzzle in greater detail than you have before 
 B. Provide some historical background for the reader   
 C. Explain the economic theory behind your policy proposal. Why should we 
 regulate?  What kind of market failure is taking place? 
 D. Describe the various alternatives available, relying on previous literature when 
 possible.  No matter which type of analysis you choose, this will likely entail a 
 discussion of existing and historical policy solutions.  
The literature review should run about 5-6 pages, although some may be longer.  As a general 
guideline, you should cite at least 6-8 peer reviewed articles or books.  More details will be 
provided in a separate document later in the semester. 
	  
Additional Policies: 
 
Late Work 
Late papers will be penalized 10 percentage points per day.  Exceptions will be made for 
circumstances including family emergencies and religious holidays at the instructor's discretion.  
It is your responsibility to discuss these matters with me as soon as any potential conflict is 
apparent.   
 
Attendance 
Much of our learning will depend on discussing the readings with your classmates.  Missing 
more than three classes will decrease your participation grade at a rate of 10 percentage points 
per missed class. You are responsible for getting notes from your peers.  
 
Learning Accommodations 
Any student who has a documented disability and is registered with Disability Services should 
speak with me as soon as possible regarding accommodations. Students who are not registered 
should contact the Office of Disability Services - http://disabilityservices.nd.edu/ (phone: 574-
631-7157). 
 



Academic Dishonesty 
Notre Dame students are expected to abide by Academic Code of Honor Pledge. “As a member 
of the Notre Dame community, I will not participate in or tolerate academic dishonesty.” 
   
Plagiarism (using the ideas, words, or work of others without attribution) will result in   
failing the assignment and referral to the Department's Honesty Committee. If you have any   
questions about the Code of Honor, plagiarism, or academic honesty, please contact me.   
 
Academic Difficulties 
You are encouraged to drop by my office hours, even if you're doing well in class- we can talk 
about ways to improve your work, how to prepare for graduate studies, muscle cars, or classic 
rock music. 
 
In particular, any student who receives a grade below a B- is encouraged to stop by for additional 
clarification and/or helpful suggestions. I want to see you do well in the course and make the 
most of your time at Notre Dame. 
	  



Schedule (Subject to Change) 
 
Wed. 8/26: Introduction/Syllabus Day 
 
Mon. 8/31: The Policy Process, Policy Success and Policy Failure 
 John Kingdon, "Chapter 4: Processes: Origins, Rationality, Incrementalism, and 
 Garbage Cans." In Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies, 2nd ed. (e-reserves) 
 Allan McConnell. 2010. "Policy Success, Policy Failure, and Grey Areas In-Between." 
 Journal of Public Policy 30(3): 345-362. (link) 
 
Wed. 9/2: Economic Theory, Morality, and Public Policy 
 Garrett Hardin. 1968. "The Tragedy of the Commons." Science 162: 1243-1248. (link) 
 Alecia M. Spooner. "Ten Real-Life Examples of the Tragedy of the Commons." From 
 Environmental Science for Dummies. (link) 
 Russell Hardin. 2003. "The Free Rider Problem," Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 
 (link) 
 Michael J. Sandel. 2013. "Market Reasoning as Moral Reasoning: Why Economists 
 Should Re-Engage with Political Philosophy." Journal of Economic Perspectives  27(4): 
 121-140. (link) 
 
Mon. 9/7: Charles Francis Adams, Sunshine Commissions, and Anti-Trust 
 McCraw, Introduction and Ch. 1-2 
 
Wed. 9/9: Brandeis, the FTC, and (More) Anti-Trust 
 McCraw, Ch. 3-4 
 
Mon. 9/14: James Landis, the SEC, and the Decline in Regulatory Popularity 
 McCraw, Ch. 5-6 
 
Wed. 9/16: Alfred Kahn and the Economics of Regulation 
 McCraw Part 4 
 
Mon. 9/21: Cass Sunstein and the Behavioral Approach to Regulation  
 Sunstein, Intro-Ch. 2 
 
Wed. 9/23: Using Libertarian Paternalist Policies to "Nudge" Mass-Level Behavior & Research 
 Topic Workshop 
 Sunstein, Ch. 3-4 
 Two Policy Problems/Research Questions and Explanatory Paragraph Due  
 Email your questions to the class, read each other's proposals 
 
Mon. 9/28: A New Version of the Sunshine Commission 
 Sunstein, Ch. 5-6 
 
Wed. 9/30: Cost-Benefit Analysis as "Regulatory Moneyball" 
 Sunstein, Ch. 7, 8, 9, 10, Epilogue 



 
Mon. 10/5: Retrospective Policy Analysis: Successes (and Failures) of the Market-Based 
 Approach to Regulation 
 Uri Gneezy, Stephan Meier, and Pedro Rey-Biel. 2011. "When and Why Incentives 
 (Don't) Work to Modify Behavior." Journal of Economic Perspectives 25(4): 191- 210. 
 (link) 
 Goulder, Lawrence H. 2013. "Markets for Pollution Allowances: What Are the (New) 
 Lessons?" Journal of Economic Perspectives, 27(1): 87-102. (link)  
 Uri Gneezy and Aldo Rustichini. 2000. "A Fine is a Price." The Journal of Legal Studies 
 29: 1-17. (link) 
 Short Paper Due 
 
Wed. 10/7: Retrospective Policy Analysis: What's the Best Way to Regulate Substances? 
 Mark Thornton, "Alcohol Prohibition was a Failure" Cato Policy Analysis #157 (link) 
 John A. Tauras. 2005. "Can Public Policy Deter Smoking Escalation Among Young 
 Adults?" Journal of Policy Analysis and Management 24(4): 771-784. (link) 
 
Mon. 10/12: Prospective Policy Analyses: Regulating Substances, Continued 
 Kelly D. Brownell, et al. 2009. "The Public Health and Economic Benefits of Taxing 
 Sugar-Sweetened Beverages." New England Journal of Medicine 361(16): 1599-1605. 
 (link) 
 Cynthia S. Duncan. 2009. "The Need for Change: An Economic Analysis of Marijuana 
 Policy." Connecticut Law Review 41(5): 1701-1740. (link) 
 
Wed. 10/14: Make-up Day and Research Project Workshop  
 Full Project Proposal Due (email to class, read each other's proposals) 
 
Mon. 10/19- No class, enjoy Fall Break!!! 
 
Wed. 10/21- No class, enjoy Fall Break!!! 
 
Mon. 10/26: More Policy Analyses: Inequality and Its Effects 
 Adam Bonica et al. 2013. "Why Hasn't Democracy Slowed Rising Inequality?" 
 Journal of Economic Perspectives 27(3): 103-124. (link) 
 Melissa S. Kearney and Phillip B. Levine. 2012. "Why is the Teen Birth Rate in the 
 United States So High and Why Does it Matter?" Journal of Economic Perspectives 
 26(2): 141-166. (link) 
 Miles Corak. 2013. "Income Inequality, Equality of Opportunity, and 
 Intergenerational Mobility." Journal of Economic Perspectives 27(3): 79-102. (link) 
 
Wed. 10/28: Even More Policy Analyses: Key Obama Era Policies 
 Scott E. Harrington. 2010. "U.S. Health-care Reform: The Patient Protection and 
 Affordable Care Act." The Journal of Risk and Insurance 77(3): 703-708. (link) 
 



 Benjamin D. Sommers et al. 2015. "Changes in Self-Reported Insurance Coverage, 
 Access to Care, and Health Under the Affordable Care Act." The Journal of the 
 American Medical Association 314(4): 366-374. (link) 
 Austan D. Goolsbee and Alan B. Krueger. 2015. "A Retrospective Look at Rescuing 
 and Restructuring General Motors and Chrysler." Journal of Economic Perspectives 
 29(2): 3-24. (link) 
  
Mon. 11/2: Literature Day #1 
 Assignment T.B.A. (2-3 articles or chapters assigned by students that correspond with 
 their research interests) 
 
Wed. 11/4: Literature Day #2 
 Assignment T.B.A. (2-3 articles or chapters assigned by students that correspond with 
 their research interests) 
 Literature Review Due (email to class) 
 
Mon. 11/9: Literature Day #3 
 Assignment T.B.A. (2-3 articles or chapters assigned by students that correspond with 
 their research interests) 
 
Wed. 11/11: Literature Day #4 
 Assignment T.B.A. (2-3 articles or chapters assigned by students that correspond with 
 their research interests) 
 
Mon. 11/16: Literature Day #5 
 Assignment T.B.A. (2-3 articles or chapters assigned by students that correspond with 
 their research interests) 
 
Wed. 11/18: Methods Workshop Day #1 
 Assignment T.B.A. (will assign 2 articles/chapters based on students' needs) 
 
Mon. 11/23: Methods Workshop Day #2 
 Assignment T.B.A. (will assign 2 articles/chapters based on students' needs) 
 
Wed. 11/25: No class, enjoy Thanksgiving Break!!! 
 
Mon. 11/30: Presentations Day #1 
 
Wed. 12/2: Presentations Day #2 (if needed) 
 
Mon. 12/7: No class, finish your papers (incorporate comments from presentations) 
 
Wed. 12/9: No class, finish your papers (incorporate comments from presentations) 
 
Dec. 14-18: Final Exam Week 
 Final paper due 10am on Thursday the 17th (this is the end of our exam slot) 


